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The Ohio Gas Association is comprised of many different entities that focus, in one way or 
another, on the production, supply and delivery of natural gas within the State of Ohio.  Our 
members have a diversity of interests and ideas related to energy efficiency.  As a result, the 
Association would like to take this opportunity merely to highlight a point that can be easily 
overlooked as the Commission weighs the ideas raised by interested stakeholders in discussing 
the future of energy efficiency in the State of Ohio.  This is the viewpoint of Ohio’s natural gas 
distribution utilities with fewer than 100,000 customers. 
 
Ignoring the four large natural gas distribution companies, the State of Ohio is served by 
eighteen smaller, regulated natural gas distribution companies, ten gas cooperatives, and six 
municipal gas systems.  The small regulated gas utilities have customer counts ranging from a 
few hundred to fifty thousand and provide safe and reliable service across the entire state.  These 
smaller utilities do not appear before the Commission with regularity, but are nonetheless 
impacted by the Commission’s directives. 
 
As the Commission explores different options for addressing the future of energy efficiency, the 
Ohio Gas Association respectfully requests that it take into account the impact that any future 
mandates may have on the customers of the above-mentioned smaller utilities.  Energy efficiency 
and demand-side management programs carry with them certain economies of scale.  As smaller 
natural gas companies have fewer customers with which to socialize program costs, these 
economies cannot be achieved.  As a result, the cost impact of the programs can be prohibitive.  
If, as a result of this workshop, the Commission mandates parameters related to natural gas 
energy efficiency, a minimum customer count caveat would eliminate the potential for 
unintended overwhelming impact on the customers of smaller gas utilities. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  As always, the Ohio Gas Association 
welcomes the opportunity to provide any additional information that the Commissioners may 
deem helpful.  Please feel free to contact me at any time if we can be of assistance.  
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