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COMMENTS OF INDUSTRIAL ENERGY USERS OHIO (“IEU-OHIO”) 
 
 Industrial Energy Users-Ohio (“IEU-Ohio”) appreciates the opportunity to 
participate in the energy efficiency workshops and to provide comments to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”).  For practical and legal reasons, the 
Commission should allow Ohioans to utilize the non-regulated marketplace for energy 
efficiency products, as well as other products and services, to fulfill individual customer 
needs. The Commission should not conscript customers into involuntary and expensive 
energy efficiency programs that provide a limited scope of options to customers.  
 
 In 2014, a little over 5 years into the expensive utility-run electric energy efficiency 
plans, the General Assembly began to scale back the mandate and restore market-based 
choices to customers.1  Thereafter, the General Assembly made significant additional 
revisions to the mandate to provide even greater market-based optionality for mercantile 
customers.  Further, the General Assembly directed the Commission to conduct a final 
wind-down of the previously mandated electric energy efficiency plans.2  The clear 
message from the General Assembly over the last 8 years has been that customers 
should be able to look to the nonregulated marketplace to select energy efficiency options 
that meet their individual needs.  There remains no authority for the Commission to 
implement new involuntary regulated energy efficiency programs.  
 
 But even before the General Assembly began to wind-down the government 
mandated program and restore customer choice, energy intensive customers still had to 
look to the competitive marketplace to implement energy efficiency measures that met 
their needs.  The electric utilities energy efficiency programs only contained a few 
preselected options.  Businesses that did not have a project that fit within the utilities one-
size-fits-all box had to look elsewhere.  For example, on June 23, 2010, in Case No. 10-
833-EL-EEC, the Commission approved 241 mercantile customer self-directed programs 
that had been undertaken by customers entirely outside of the electric utilities’ portfolio 
plans.  The Commission thereafter formally created the mercantile customer self-directed 
program for energy efficiency projects in Case No. 10-834-EL-EEC.  Ultimately 4,025 
cases were opened with the ‘EEC’ case code.3  While some of these self-direct 
applications were ultimately withdrawn, the sheer number of self-directed filings 

 
1 See SB 310. 

2 See HB 6. 

3 This number includes a few cases which reflect electric utility status reports. 



demonstrate that energy intensive businesses could and were relying on the competitive 
marketplace to undertake projects that met their needs.   
 
 Moreover, the involuntary energy efficiency programs ignored improvements 
customers made in other areas such as water consumption (that in turn saved on 
upstream and downstream energy consumption) and set the target on the wrong goal.  
The goal should be energy intensity improvements (less energy used per widget made) 
rather than a reduction in energy consumed.   
 
 While restoring, expanding, or extending involuntary energy efficiency programs 
should be rejected for the legal and practical reasons reflected above, the Commission 
still has a role when it comes to overseeing infrastructure built to serve peak demand on 
the electric grid.  More specifically, the Commission should continue to require utilities to 
assign and bill for infrastructure built to meet peak demand based on peak demand 
statistics.  Such an alignment will allow the proper price signals to be sent to customers 
to operate in a manner to reduce peak demand and help defray the need for additional 
infrastructure development by utilities.  This is especially important given the dramatic 
distribution and transmission infrastructure investment made over the last decade and the 
signs that utilities are eager and determined to continue making substantial future 
infrastructure investments.  


