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I. INTRODUCTION   

 

 The Ohio Hospital Association (“OHA”) appreciates the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”) allowing stakeholders to file final comments on the important 

role electric distribution utilities (“EDUs”) play in implementing energy efficiency programs for 

Ohio’s electric utility customers. OHA appreciated the opportunity to present to the Commission 

on this very important topic. As mentioned in our presentation, OHA is a nonprofit trade 

association representing 250 hospitals and 15 health systems as members. OHA’s mission is to 

collaborate with member hospitals and health systems to ensure a healthy Ohio. As a membership 

driven organization, OHA provides proactive leadership to create an environment in which Ohio 

hospitals are successful in serving their communities. The vast majority of OHA-member hospitals 

are served by FirstEnergy, AEP Ohio, AES Ohio, and Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.1     

 Effectively and efficiently controlling energy consumption is a key issue for hospitals.  

Inpatient health care facilities are ranked by the U.S. Environmental Protection Association 

(“EPA”) as the second-largest commercial energy users in the United States.2 Health care facilities 

consume close to 10% of the total energy used in U.S. commercial buildings and spend more than 

$8 billion on energy every year.3 Hospitals have a high energy use intensity (“EUI”) compared to 

other building types, nearly three times the average commercial building.4 Therefore, cutting 

energy usage and more efficiently using energy throughout a facility are important tools that result 

                                            
1 OHA also has members served by cooperative and municipalities. 
2 https://practicegreenhealth.org/topics/energy/energy  
3 Id.  
4 https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/integrating-health-ee-healthcare-facilities.pdf  

https://practicegreenhealth.org/topics/energy/energy
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/integrating-health-ee-healthcare-facilities.pdf
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in reductions on a hospital’s electric bill. Further, reduction in energy consumption by hospitals 

provides system wide benefits for all customers, such as reducing wholesale market clearing prices 

and helping to avoid future transmission or distribution system upgrades. Creating a voluntary 

energy efficiency program run by Ohio’s EDUs is important to OHA.  

II. DISCUSSION  

a. EDUs should be permitted to implement energy efficiency programs.  

OHA believes the PUCO should give Ohio EDUs the opportunity to implement and 

facilitate voluntary energy efficiency programs. The PUCO has the authority under R.C. 4905.70 

to consider and approve EDUs’ applications for voluntary energy efficiency programs. Such 

programs in Ohio ensures customers have the tools to be able to reduce their energy usage and 

reduce their electric utility bills. Energy efficiency programs have a wide array of benefits for 

customers and the electric distribution grid. OHA believes previously filed information by EDUs 

on the required energy efficiency programs should help guide the PUCO in determining the scope 

and magnitude of a voluntary energy efficiency program going forward. The Commission should 

utilize its jurisdictional overview of the programs to guarantee program funds are properly utilized 

and making an impact on customers’ energy usage. Lastly, the Commission should track and report 

on the grid benefits gleaned from the energy efficiency programs.  

b. The Commission should ensure that customers and associations that represent 

customers (such as OHA) have full and easy access to customer usage information. 

 

Access to customer data is key for customers to be successful in their energy reduction goals. 

OHA believes that if the PUCO allows the EDUs to implement voluntary energy efficiency 

programs, the PUCO should also ensure that customers and associations that represent customers 

have full access to customer usage information. Baseline energy usage data is not only important 

to set goals moving forward, but critical to identify opportunities and barriers that currently exist 



 

17656347v1 3 

at a facility. The data allows hospitals to glean patterns from their energy usage and create a plan 

moving forward. Without understanding current energy usage, a customer will struggle to 

understand the full scope of their energy usage portfolio. This information is useful for hospitals 

when determining the best type of technology or behavior change methodologies to implement to 

reduce their energy usage. 

III. CONCLUSION  

 For OHA members, EDU energy efficiency programs have been a critical component of 

hospitals’ strategies for controlling their energy costs and reducing their energy bills. OHA hopes 

that the PUCO recognizes OHA’s continuous support of energy efficiency programs, prior to and 

after House Bill 6. By investing in energy efficiency upgrades, hospitals and health systems are 

more resilient and prepared when weather events, natural disasters, or power outages occur. In 

addition, the dollars saved from energy efficiency investments allow facilities to reinvest dollars 

back into staffing, supplies, patient beds, and additional building enhancements.  

 OHA thanks the PUCO for the opportunity to submit final comments on implementing 

energy efficiency programs for Ohio’s electric utility customers. 
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