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Comments of the Ohio Environmental Council
In response to the PUCO’s Energy Efficiency Workshops

The Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) thanks the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio for the
opportunity to participate in and support the Energy Efficiency workshops offered in March and
April 2022. As the OEC previously stated in comments filed on the topic, the workshops
demonstrated the benefits of utility-run energy efficiency (energy waste reduction programs) for
all Ohioans, not just those taking advantage of the rebates. We look forward to the
Commission illustrating next steps and sharing any remaining questions they might have
around this important issue. This public process has provided much needed transparency
and public dialogue.

As demonstrated clearly through the vast majority of the comments given throughout the
workshops, Energy efficiency reduction programs save Ohioans money1 on their electric
bills. Ohioans received over $7.06 billion in energy savings on their utility bills between
2009-2019 as a result of utility-run efficiency programs run under Ohio’s Energy Efficiency
Resource Standard (EERS).  Taking advantage of Ohio’s Electric Distribution Utilities’ (EDUs)
demonstrated capacity to run successful programs, energy efficiency programs run by Ohio’s
EDUs would create significant financial savings for Ohioans. A 2021 report by Gabel
Associates2 estimates that a 0.5% annual reduction target would result in over $3 Billion in
savings for Ohio utility customers, driving economic growth and helping businesses focus their
capital on their own growth instead of operating costs.

2
Updated Analysis on the Benefits of a 0.5% Energy Waste Reduction Target for Ohio, Gabel Associates,

Brendon Baatz and Isaac Gabel-Frank, (Oct. 27, 2021), available at

https://www.ohioenergywastereduction.com/ (HB 389 Analysis).

1
Energy Efficiency in Ohio Energy & Bill Savings for Customers, 2009-2019, Midwest Energy Efficiency

Alliance, available at

https://www.mwalliance.org/sites/default/files/meea-research/2009-2019_ohio_energy_and_bill_savi

ngs_august_2020.pdf.
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https://www.ohioenergywastereduction.com/
https://www.mwalliance.org/sites/default/files/meea-research/2009-2019_ohio_energy_and_bill_savings_august_2020.pdf?current=/taxonomy/term/11
https://www.mwalliance.org/sites/default/files/meea-research/2009-2019_ohio_energy_and_bill_savings_august_2020.pdf?current=/taxonomy/term/11


As the report states, “all utility ratepayers will experience cost savings from these benefits
whether or not they participate directly in programs.” Assuming a 1% annual savings target, the
report demonstrates that the four Ohio EDUs would spend $737 million against $2.665 billion in
savings. Customers would save $1.7 billion on avoided electric energy costs alone, not factoring
in environmental and health benefits. In the context of climate change, reducing energy
consumption and costs is vitally important.

Energy Efficiency reduction programs also ensure Ohio has reliable, affordable power.
Energy efficiency programs produce demand savings from each customer. Across the Ohio
footprint, energy efficiency programs can result in significant reductions in total demand. These
demand savings help delay or eliminate the need for costly expansion of transmission and
distribution capacity, costs almost always passed on to customers.

As Ohio customer’s electric demand increases, a reliable, modern grid is crucial to the safety
and economic stability of the state. With climate change resulting in more extreme
temperatures,3 strain on the electric grid will continue to grow without investment in efficiency
programs. It is essential that energy efficiency programs are offered by EDUs to assist in
reducing strain during peak load hours.

The OEC thanks the PUCO once again for the opportunity to participate in these discussions
surrounding energy efficiency. We would welcome any questions the commissioners may have
about any of the comments we have provided during this process.
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3What Climate Change Means for Ohio, US EPA (August, 2016)
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/climate-change-oh.pdf
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